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Moltke (' Beloved Kuno/ as ' Phili' termed him) played
also, and Lieutenant von Hiilsen was deft with conjuring
tricks, and Count Kalnein made puns, and Herr Varnbiiler
drew caricatures, and the Troubadour sang his ballads
sitting at his piano in those tall brown boots with silver
spurs. Despatches arrived daily from the Foreign Office
at Berlin, but the All Highest dealt with those very
summarily: marginal comments such as ' Liar': ' Rubbish':
* The man's a scoundrel ': * Those mutton-heads in my
Reichstag,3 were sufficient, and in this graceful company
he could lay down the burden of his omnipotence and his
haunting sense of fear.1

1 Ludwig, Kaiser Wilhelm //, pp. 143-144;   Haller, Philip Euleaburg, i.
pp. 81, 82, 189-191.